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1831. Excerpt: ... he might have lived
longer; yet this cause of grief is common to
many other kinds of death, which are not
so passionately bewailed. The truth is, that
every death is violent which is the effect of
accident; every death, which is not
gradually brought on by the miseries of
age, or when life is extinguished for any
other reason than that it is burnt out. He
that dies before sixty, of a cold or
consumption, dies, in reality, by a violent
death; yet his death is borne with patience,
only because the cause of his untimely end
is silent and invisible. Let us endeavour to
see things as they are, find then inquire
whether we ought to complain. Whether to
see life as it is, will give us much
consolation, I know not; but the
consolation which is drawn from truth, if
any there be, is solid and durable: that
which may be derived from errour, must
be, like its original, fallacious and fugitive.
I am, dear, dear sir, your most humble
servant,
Sam. Johnson. TO BENNET
LANGTON, ESQ. AT LANGTON. 9th
Jan. 1758. 1759. Dearest Sib,--I must have
indeed slept very fast, not to have been
awakened by your letter. None of your
suspicions are true; I am not much richer
than when you left me; and what is worse,
my omission of an answer to your first
letter will prove that I am not much wiser.
But I go on as I formerly did, designing to
be some time or other both rich and wise;
and yet cultivate neither mind nor fortune.
Do you take notice of my example, and
learn the danger of delay. When I was as
you are now, towering in the confidence of
twenty-one, little did I suspect that I should
be, atfforty-nine, what I now am 5. But
you do not seem to need my admonition.
You are busy in acquiring and in
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communicating knowledge, and while you
are studying, enjoy the end of study...
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