
A Bleak But Honest Resolution: a personal reading of the poetry of
Edward Thomas

That Thomas should have memorials in the
stained glass of church windows is ironic,
though perhaps illustrative of the obscured
picture of Thomas left by a grieving wife
and daughter, both of whom found solace
in religion. Their memoirs, combined with
those of Eleanor Farjeon, have influenced
the subsequent biographical and critical
treatment of the poet to the detriment, I
would argue, of his reputation as a poet and
socially relevant thinker. Thomas can be
read as a mirror of England, as long as that
England is todays place of continued social
change where traditional beliefs are under
strain, for it is to this England that
Thomass poetry remains relevant.
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